
3 February 2025 

The Hon. Anthony Albanese MP 

Prime Minister  

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

The Hon. Mark Butler MP 

Minister for Health and Aged Care 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Professor Anthony Lawler 

Chief Medical Officer and Deputy 

Secretary, Health Products Regulation 

Group 

Department of Health and Aged Care 

Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister, Minister Butler, and Professor Lawler 

Re: Persistent Failures to Address Synthetic DNA Contamination Evidence 

I write to you again with mounting frustration and concern over the government’s 

handling of the critical issue of synthetic DNA contamination in Pfizer and Moderna 

COVID-19 vaccines. Despite months of credible, peer-reviewed evidence being 

presented, the consistent response from the government has been to delegate 

replies to individuals or agencies, demonstrably lacking the necessary expertise to 

address the complexity and gravity of these findings. 

Failure of the Latest Response 

The response from Dr. Lisa Kerr, dated 14 January 2025, represents yet another 

instance of the government deflecting responsibility. Her reply fails to engage with 

the substantive evidence presented in my 6 December 2024 correspondence, which 

included findings from internationally renowned scientists such as Dr. Didier Raoult, 

Professor Ulrike Kämmerer, Dr. Verena Schulz, and Professor Klaus Steger, as well 

as the alarming putative evidence of genomic integration with human cells of the 

synthetic DNA found in the Pfizer product presented by Professor Phillip Buckhaults 

and Kevin McKernan. 

Mr. Kevin McKernan, a globally recognized expert in genomics and former Team 

Leader for Research and Development on the Human Genome Project at 

Whitehead/MIT, has over 28 years of experience in the field and more than 57,000 

citations to his work. His contributions to genomics include inventing novel methods 

for DNA sequencing (SOLiD Sequencing) and DNA purification (SPRI), which are 

now used in over 80% of next-generation sequencing technologies globally. These 



innovations have led to successful patents and the acquisition of his companies by 

industry leaders such as Beckman Coulter and Applied Biosystems. His expertise 

has been recognized with invitations to present at the White House and the House of 

Lords, and his achievements have been acknowledged by James Watson, co-

discoverer of the structure of DNA, in his writings. 

Drawing on this unparalleled expertise, Mr. McKernan in a recent article Open Letter 

to Dr Lisa Kerr, systematically dismantled Dr. Kerr’s response, exposing its 

fundamental misunderstandings, inaccuracies, and outright falsehoods. 

For instance, Dr. Kerr dismisses the findings of peer-reviewed studies as 

“unvalidated” without acknowledging that no standardised "validated" methodologies 

exist for analysing the novel modRNA drug platform. As Mr. McKernan explains, 

leading scientists worldwide have developed cutting-edge, peer-reviewed methods 

specifically tailored to assess these unprecedented technologies and their 

associated contaminants. These methods are currently the best available tools to 

evaluate synthetic DNA contamination and have been confirmed internationally. 

In stark contrast, the TGA continues to rely on outdated and scientifically 

inappropriate methods. For example, its reliance on the qPCR technique for 

detecting plasmid DNA contamination has been explicitly advised against by 

Moderna. Worse, the TGA's approach violates the MIQE (Minimum Information for 

Publication of Quantitative Real-Time PCR Experiments) guidelines,1 which were 

established to ensure the accuracy and reliability of such testing. This reliance on 

flawed methods not only undermines the TGA’s credibility but also highlights its 

apparent unwillingness to engage with the superior techniques demonstrated by 

international experts. 

Mr. McKernan further points out that the synthetic DNA contamination detected is not 

inert or harmless; rather, it is biologically active and has the potential to integrate into 

human DNA. Laboratory and clinical studies, including the findings of Professor 

Buckhaults and Mr. McKernan himself, have provided strong evidence of genomic 

integration. These studies show that the synthetic DNA in these vaccines can persist 

within human cells, potentially leading to long-term consequences, such as the 

development of cancers.  

1 Bustin et al 2009, The MIQE guidelines: minimum information for publication of quantitative real-time 
PCR experiments. 

https://anandamide.substack.com/p/open-letter-to-dr-lisa-kerr
https://anandamide.substack.com/p/open-letter-to-dr-lisa-kerr
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19246619/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19246619/


Additionally, Mr. McKernan identifies several falsehoods in Dr. Kerr’s letter. These 

include: 

• Misrepresenting safety thresholds for synthetic DNA contamination, despite

clear evidence from regulatory guidelines and scientific literature that the

detected levels far exceed acceptable limits.

• Claiming the contamination poses no risk because it would allegedly degrade

rapidly, despite robust evidence presented to you, Prime Minister, that the

synthetic DNA persists in human blood protected by Lipid nanoparticles - so it

is therefore not “naked” DNA - and is subsequently transfected (or transferred)

into human cells.

• Asserting that the studies presented are unreliable while entirely failing to

engage with their rigorously validated methodologies, instead dismissing them

with no substantive scientific critique and countervailing scientific evidence.

The suggestion that the contamination is inconsequential or not worth investigating 

demonstrates a lack of understanding about the potential for synthetic DNA to 

interact with human biology in ways that are known to have profound health 

implications. 

Compounding this concern is the fact that the Therapeutic Goods Administration 

(TGA), which the Honourable Minister for Health has tasked with addressing these 

findings, is almost entirely funded through industry fees and charges - including the 

substantial payments from Pfizer and Moderna for the approval of their COVID-19 

products. This raises clear and significant concerns about bias and conflict of 

interest, as those responding to these issues, such as Dr. Kerr, are effectively 

employed within a system where their salaries are paid for by the very companies 

whose products are under scrutiny. 

The manner in which Mr. McKernan meticulously and publicly unravelled Dr. Kerr’s 

arguments not only rendered the 14 January 2025 letter embarrassing but also 

underscored the growing perception that the TGA is either wholly incapable or 

unwilling to responsibly address the evidence of synthetic DNA contamination. This 

failure to engage meaningfully with the issue - despite months of credible and 

mounting evidence - not only raises serious questions about the TGA’s ability to fulfill 

its role as the primary body responsible for safeguarding public health but also casts 

doubt on its independence and impartiality in matters where industry stakeholders 

are involved. 

Mounting Evidence Cannot Be Ignored 

The scientific community continues to uncover alarming evidence. Findings from the 

FDA’s White Oak laboratory, (presented in my letter incorrectly dated 17 January 

2024, instead of 2025), confirm synthetic DNA contamination in Pfizer vials at levels 



between 6 and 470 times above the permissible regulatory limits. Combined with the 

evidence of this synthetic DNA contamination having been confirmed in the blood of 

75 South Australian study participants, then we have a situation indicating the 

contamination has likely affected countless Australians. 

The implications of this contamination are severe, with documented risks of genomic 

integration and long-term health impacts, including cancers. These risks are outlined 

in the “Science Summary – Consequences of Synthetic DNA Contamination,” 

presented to the Prime Minister on 25 September 2024. To date, there has been no 

substantive acknowledgment of these concerns. 

Call to Action 

The time for delegating responses to bureaucrats without the requisite expertise is 

over. The government must demonstrate leadership and accountability by: 

1. Directing the TGA to Conduct Independent Testing: The TGA must have

independent and overseen laboratories employ the methodologies used in the

FDA’s White Oak laboratory and those employed by Professor Kammerer et al

(2024), to confirm or refute the presence of synthetic DNA contamination in

vaccine vials retained in Australia. This testing is essential to restore public

trust.

2. Engaging the GTTAC: Should independent testing confirm contamination,

the Gene Technology Technical Advisory Committee (GTTAC) must be tasked

with evaluating the evidence and advising on the potential ramifications for

public health. This body’s specialized expertise in molecular biology,

genomics, and gene technology makes it the most appropriate authority to

guide Australia’s response.

3. Demonstrating Transparency and Accountability: This issue is not only a

national health crisis but also a matter of public trust. Failing to address these

findings decisively risks further erosion of confidence in our health institutions.

A Growing National Disgrace 

Prime Minister, the government’s repeated dismissal of compelling scientific 

evidence is fast becoming a national embarrassment and a public health disgrace. 

The situation echoes the failures of the Thalidomide tragedy, where early warnings 

were ignored with devastating consequences. 

This letter has been prepared with the assistance of several eminent co-signatories 

to previous correspondence. These individuals, recognized globally for their 

expertise, stand ready to assist the government in navigating this crisis. Their 

https://russellbroadbent.com.au/australiansdemandanswers/
https://jhss.scholasticahq.com/article/127890-a-rapid-detection-method-of-replication-competent-plasmid-dna-from-covid-19-mrna-vaccines-for-quality-control
https://publichealthpolicyjournal.com/biontech-rna-based-covid-19-injections-contain-large-amounts-of-residual-dna-including-an-sv40-promoter-enhancer-sequence/


involvement underscores the gravity of the issue and the pressing need for 

immediate action. 

 

I urge you to act decisively to protect the health of all Australians and demonstrate 

leadership in addressing this formidable challenge. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Russell Broadbent MP 

Federal Member for Monash 
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